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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Claims 37-38 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected claimed invention, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 
06/22/2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Wilfer [US 6,834,921]. 

Regarding claim 1 , Wilfer discloses a portable housing comprising: 

- a generally planar upper wall having a first edge and a second edge; 

- a generally planar lower wall substantially parallel to and spaced from the 
upper wall, the lower wall having a first edge and a second edge; and 

- an outer wall extending between the first edge of the upper wall and the first 
edge of the lower wall, the outer wall forming an acute angle with one of the 
upper wall and the lower wall and forming an obtuse angle with the other of 
the upper wall and the lower wall (figures 4-5 and 6a-6b). 
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Regarding claim 2, Wilfer further discloses an inner wall extending between the 
second edge of the upper wall and the second edge of the lower wall, the inner wall 
forming an acute angle with one of the upper wall and the lower wall and forming an 
obtuse angle with the other of the upper wall and the lower wall (figures 4-5, 6a-6b). 

Regarding claim 4, Wilfer discloses the inner wall being substantially parallel to 
and spaced from the outer wall (figures 4-5 and 6a-6b). 

Regarding claims 5-7, Wilfer discloses at east one equipment module audio or 
mixer being mounted within the housing and may substantially parallel to the walls of 
the housing by means of routing guide attaching to the inner walls (30, see abstract). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wilfer in 
view of Vidacovich et al. [US 5,402,515]. 

Regarding claim 3, Wilfer discloses the instant claimed invention except for the 
outer wall and the inner wall comprising a mounting flange having a plurality of holes 
formed therethrough for receiving a corresponding plurality of fasteners to secure the 
housing to an equipment rack. 
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Vadicovich et al. disclose a housing (22) having an outer wall and an inner wall 
comprising a mounting flange (48, figure 2) including a plurality of holes (figure 2) to 
secure to a distribution rack. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use add the mounting rack with the housing of Wilfer, as 
suggested by Vadicovich et al., for the purpose of providing support to mount the 
housing in the system. 

6. Claims 8-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Vidacovich et al. [US 5,402,515] in view of Wilfer. 

Regarding claims 8-9, 17-20, 22-25, 27-28 and 32-34, Vadicovich et al. disclose 
a distribution frame (10, figure 7) for mounting communications equipment comprising: 

- a plurality of uprights (figure 7); 

- a plurality of supports joining the uprights together to define a generally open, 
box- like equipment rack (column 4, lines 5-13); 

- at least one housing (22) secured to the equipment rack (figure 2); 

- a general planar upper wall having a first edge and a second edge; 

- a generally planar lower wall substantially parallel to and spaced from the 
upper wall, the lower wall having a first edge and a second edge; 

- at least one an interbay storage unit (figure 7) with a vertical disposed base 
and plurality of storage hubs (102) vertically spaced apart and extending 
outwardly from the base. 
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Vadicovich et al. disclose the instant claimed invention except for the specific 
shape of the housing. 

Wilfer discloses a portable housing comprising a generally planar upper wall 
having a first edge and a second edge; a generally planar lower wall substantially 
parallel to and spaced from the upper wall, the lower wall having a first edge and a 
second edge; and an outer wall extending between the first edge of the upper wall and 
the first edge of the lower wall, the outer wall forming an acute angle with one of the 
upper wall and the lower wall and forming an obtuse angle with the other of the upper 
wall and the lower wall (figures 4-5 and 6a-6b). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the specific shaped housing design of Wilfer with the 
distribution frame of Cadicovich et al. in order to facilitate access to the modules in a 
rack system. 

Regarding claim 10, Vadicovich et al., as modified, disclose the inner wall being 
substantially parallel to and spaced from the outer wall (figures 2 and 7). 

Regarding claims 11-13, Vadicovich et al., as modified, disclose at east one 
connector (6) within the housing and substantially parallel to the walls of the housing by 
means of routing guide attaching to the inner walls (figure 3). 

Regarding claims 14 and 29, Vadicovich et al., as modified, further disclose the 
at least one housing comprising a plurality of vertically stacked housings and wherein 
each of the housings comprises a plurality of equipment modules mounted within the 
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housing such that the equipment modules are substantially parallel to one another 
(figure 2). 

Regarding claims 15 and 30, Vadicovich et al., as modified, disclose the at least 
one housing comprising a plurality of housings that are stacked vertically in a pair of 
parallel, spaced apart columns, the columns of vertically stacked housings defining a 
center section therebetween for routing and storing a jumper cable between the 
housings (figure 7). 

Regarding claims 16 and 31, Vadicovich et al., as modified, disclose the at least 
one connector mounted within at least one of the housings in each of the columns and 
wherein the equipment modules are connected by a single length jumper cable that is 
routed between the equipment modules such that the excess length of the jumper cable 
is stored within the center section (figure 3). 

Regarding claims 21, 26 and 35-36, Vadicovich et al., as modified, disclose a 
plurality of routing guides attached to the base (figures 2-3). 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung S. Bui whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2102. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kamand Cuneo can be reached on (571) 272-1957. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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